
jStottjjtim
ONE DOLLAR A YEAE

JAPANS SEAMY SIDE

Land of General and Grinding Poverty Families Support

Themselves on Oneanda Quarter Acres of Ground Morals

Unutterably Bad and Condition of Women Degrading Hope-

less

¬

Heathens A Real Peril

The Seamy Side

There is no country in the world
about which there Is at present as
much false and misleading glamor as
about Japan Her recent astonishing
victories over the great lumbering
giant of Russia the hosts- - of books
which have been written about the
Land of the Chrysanthemum and the
Land of the Rising Sun the very

popular comic opera of the Mikado
the fin wares which have been
brought from that country all have
combined to produce the impres
sion that Japan and Japanese peo ¬

ple are something finer and better
than the world has ever seen Japan
would seem to be a land of sunshine
happiness politeness modest flower
like women courteous brave men con-
tentment and so on The country and
its people have been exaggerated out of
all reason No country in the world
to day has as much unreality and gla-
mor

¬

thrown about It as Japan It has
taken the place formerly occupied by
Italy and Spain The time has been
when writers and painters could not
say enough about Italy about its hand-
some

¬

courteous people its wonderfully
beautiful women its music flowers and
art We were never allowed to know
that the great mass of the people of
Italy were poverty stricken to the last
degree ignorant and superstitious and
far behind the world in all that we es-

teem
¬

necessary to make life worth liv-
ing

¬

Now Italy and Spain have both
fallen In our estimation until we know
that they are the abodes of poverty
squalor and degrading ignorance It la
the same way with Japan While there
is an undoubtedly brilliant upper class
in Japan which has been doing somo
very astonishing tilings yet it must b6
remembered that nowhere in the
world are class distinctions more sharp
Iv made than in Japan and that the
small upper class is farther removed
from the great mass of the people than
we in this country are from the negros
We only see the very beet that Japan
with her 48000000 of people can pro-
duce

¬

and have little knowledge of the
great hideous mass of superstition Ig¬

norance want and poverty upon which
this glittering gilded upper class floats

In 1805 the census showed 47812138
people in Japan The population haB
been Increasing steadily at the rate of
about 130 per annum or something
like half the Increase of the population
in the United States Of these 48- -
eoO000 pos3ibly 2000000 are in the
upper class The remainder are peas-
ants

¬

or coolies with far less to live
upon than the plantation hands in the
South The Japanese recognize this
great distinction and call the mass of
their countrymen the flat people

The JnpnoMe Fenilul Symtcin

We must keep in mind that up until
TS70 only 37 years ago the Japanese
were in the same condition that Eu-
rope

¬

wast 500 years ago That is they
had a complete and iron clad feudal
system more rigid by far than any
known in Europe in the Middle Ages
The great mass of the people were as
far down in the social scale as the old

villeins of the feudal period who
were literally chained to the soil as
the serfs in Russia have been The
average amount of ground allowed to
each man and head of the family was
anil still is about one and a quarter
acres Upon this he had to raise suffi ¬

cient to support his family after de-
ducting

¬

a high rent in rice to be paid
his feudal lord So severe are the con-
ditions

¬

in Japan that few of the tillers
of the land are able to afford their
families even rice They can only have
a limited amount of millet a grain re ¬

sembling corn and lmilar coarse vege¬

tables which can be raised in the great
est plenty on so small a farm Meat
they have none and their religion pre-
vents

¬

them eating It ir they had It
It requires the hardest the most grind-
ing

¬

toil and the severest privations to
produce enough to furnish actual food
to the family and pay the taxes to say
nothing of securing shelter The lords
of the soil the owners of all the land
and who answered to tho Dukes Mar-
quises

¬

Lords and Barons of the old
feudal times were the damiaos These
were rulers of little principalities say
about the size of Counties and had tho
most absolute power of life and death
over those beneath them Between
them and tlie common people were tho
Somural corresponding to the knights
and men-at-ar- of European feudal-
ism

¬

All honor education oinces and
other emoluments of life were confined
exclusively to U1I3 class They were
the fighting men of Japan and taught
from their very infancy to regard lifo
as dirt compared with honor Every
one of them was taught that he must
leave his house every morning with tho
xpcctation of never returning to itThey are tho poetic romantic class in

Japan about whom ali tho stories and
all the higher interest in the country
has centered They were certainly a
picturesque lot of rascals and their
badge of aristocracy were the double
swords which were called the Samu-
rais

¬
soul Sword making in Japan wa3

carried to the highest pitch the sword
makers had tho greatest honors that
could be conferred upon any of tho flat
people and their weapons were of the
highest temper and keenness The Sa ¬

murai were educated to the highest
loyalty to their own particular chief
They must instantly fight to the death
for any fancied wrong to him They
slaughtered the Samurai who were
adherents of the other Lords without
scruple and of course killed off the
flat people for the merest whims Tho
effect of this aristocracy upon the com-
mon

¬

people waB oppressive to tho last
extent No one was supposed to havoany honor or any IdtfiS of right andwrong except the Samurai The mer-
chant

¬
was regarded as a scoundrel anda swindler and among the lowest of tho

castes
The feudal system was broken up by

the revolution of 1870 and what is
claimed to be a representative Govern-
ment

¬
organized This however like

many of the so called representative
Governments of Europe is a mere
name The representation really only
goes as far as the privileged classes
While the Samurai wero abolished and
apparently all of their old rights and
privileges taken away from thorn the
Government passed completely Into
their hands They are the officials the
officers of the army professors teach ¬

ers and even policemen It would be
impossible for any people to rle vary
high in the 37 years since tho revolu- -
Un and the Japanese being Asiatic
Jicve made far less progress In reality

I
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than we might expect from even such
retarded people as the Russians Hun
garians and Slavs With all the showy
progress that has been made the condi
tion or tlie common people remains very
much what it was before the revolu- -
tlon

Tbencllgion of Jnpanv
We heat much of the religion f Ja-

pan
¬

and have a great dtjal of misin-
formation

¬

as to tlieheauty of Bud-
dhism

¬

Confucianfsm and jShintoism
These are the three so called religions
of thecountry Nono af fHom in fact
is a reVteioii fijnfUctthism is merely
a set of iwIEetLjecepls of no binding
character being simply recommenda-
tions

¬

that the following of certain rules
will bring good fortune Buddhism is
still a lower order where the priest-
hood

¬

appeals to the people to give
money rice etc and get merits That
is the givers will be lucky in propor- -

in giving the his family wife must look
support temples be politely submissive

A BUJDnHIST INVETERATE FOE CHRISTIANITY

ShintoIsi isn still lower form of re-
ligion

¬

which believes in charms magic
and incantations to avert evil The up-
per

¬

classes profess to believe In Con-
fucianism

¬

the middle classes In Bud-
dhism

¬

the peasants in Shintoism
In fact every Japanese believes more
or in all three- - and selects
them whatever feature suits his purpose
and ideas The priests are cunning
snsual ease loving rascals who arc
striving to get most out of the poor
people who have no respect for them
and only give because they believe that
they will have bad luck if they do not
The only good feature of these religions
is the worship of ancestry and rever-
ence

¬

and service which is paid to ones
parents This comes the nearest to
virtues of Christianity of anything In
their so called religions are now
tolerant of Christianity not because

believe or can be made to believe
Christianity but because of their

selfishness and their They think
that there possibly may bo something
in Christianity and it is well not to run
any risks by unneqessary opposition to
the Christians God

The peasants life of daily drudgery
and its degrading are vividly de ¬

scribed by W W Knox In his Im-
perial

¬

Japan The average size a
peasants farm Is one a fourth
acres and four tenths the product
of pocket handkerchief ranch must
be paid In rent which means that the
peasants family must be supported on
six tenths of the product or an acre
and a fourth Knox says that the aver- -

THE SILENT BUDDHA THE
REAL ANTI CHRIST

age from a farm of this fcize
ai tha result of a nrs work Is about

20 out of which uiust be all of
tne expenses xne arduous toil the de ¬

basing drudgery In which practically
tha entire family must partake in order
to make both ends meet gives a gross
Income of less than 2 a month

Cannot Afford ltlce
So abject is the poverty of the peas-

ant
¬

that he cannot even cat the rice
which is his plnclpal crop Ho is
forced to sell t and buy cheaper food
such as rye and millet Only on
occasion of high festivals can he and
his family indulge in the luxury of rice
which to the Anglo Saxon laborer in
synonymous with poverty Tho housna
of the peasant hli clothing furniture
etc are of neoeuity of the same
standard end with such an environ
ment under auch conditions of exist- -

5 - it--
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ence it Is no wonder that debase
standards should bo reflected in th
moral life of the peasant It Is tin
effect of monotonous toll and scant
remuneration

Knox states that the morality of tlv
peasant class is of a very low standard
The rate of Infanticide is very high am
many of the infant daughters are soli
into lives of infamy Women are madi
a drudge of the fields like am
mules in America and tho men hav
none of that respect for them that Oc
cldental civilization demands Tho men
themselves out of the poverty of theii
lives have no time to cultivate high
ideals for themselves But It is prok
ably this very lack of high ideals and
ambitions that makes the submissive
peasant content In hls poverty and toil
and keeps him happy In his Ignorance

But it is the position of women in the
civilization of Japan that brings the
sharpest clash with Occidental Ideals
According to Knox and ahost of other
writers the two great evils of Japan
are commercial dishonesty and the do
graded position of Japanese women A
girt is viewed as tlie property of her
father and with her he can do as life
pleases When she marries which is
scarcely or never for love as under-
stood

¬

in America the property right
passes to the husband Until recently
at least she had no property rights In
herself and could bo killed for permit-
ting

¬

the attentions of other men with
out her husbands consent Marriage
however puts no bar upon tho hus-
bands

¬

pleasures and if lie adds a edi
tion to their merits to cubine to the
priests and the of the pleased and The
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wife becomes little better than a ser-
vant

¬

and is always under the tender
mercies of her mother-in-la- w

Trial Mnrrlngen Allowed
The only act n qulrcd to make a mar-

riage
¬

legal is the withdrawal of tho
brides name from the list of her fath¬

ers family and its registry among those
of her husbands family But the mar-
riage

¬

relation Is by no means of a ne-
cessity

¬

permanent The husbands right
of divorce Is only slightly limited and
It is not unusual for a man to send two
or three wives back to their fathers
before he finds the woman who suits
him And the wife is also permitted a
similar freedom In trial matrimony but
In all cases the children remain in thehusbands family

The American idea of chastity is un-
known

¬

particularly among the lower
classes The ideal of obedience and
submission takes its place Instead ofbeing considered a disgrace as among
Western Nations tho girl or wife who
sells herself to relieve the financial or
other difficulties of father brother or
husband is considered n heroine a
theme which Is Idealized in several Jap-
anese

¬

dramas
The Japnnrxr In Ifnnntl

The Japanese Idea is seen working
out in its fullest in Hawaii There there
Is none of the glamor and misconcep-
tion

¬
which blind travelers who visit

the cities of Japan It is from thisobject lesson that the Californians jccl
their Intense dread of a Japanese inva-
sion

¬
Tho the immigration Into Ha ¬

waii began only a few ears ago it is
estimated that there are now about five
times as many Japs in tlie islands as
there urn ihltei TMi nmn toiA niiia thin veneer of Americanism hut nt

rh4art they are as stubbornly Jananesnas ever and this Is particularly shownwith regard to their religion
When they first caino to Hawaii theisland was dotted with little churchesbuilt by the missionaries from NewEngland who had done a great work

in unristiamztng the natives About 10
priest In on

Hawaii and now Buddhist temples aro
scattered all over the island and thereis pretty sure to bo one nlnnrcii
the missionary meeting house and farmore largely attended than the Chris-
tian

¬

church The Japanese are
ly ciannisn ami while their childrenmay go to the American schools to gel
a smattering 01 lingnsn their real edu-
cation

¬
is in Japanese They are leagued

together against the Americans niii tr
Is practically Impossible to find out a
munierer or criminal If he happens to
be a Japanese and his victim has beena white man The police run up against
an absolute stone wall of ignorance and
immovable obstinacy More than half
01 me baioons In Hawaii are run byJapanee and they are rapidly drivingtho retail dealers in all branches ofmerchandise While they make goodlaborers on the sugar plantations theyare untrustworthy disregard their con-tracts ¬

cannot be believed in any
ment they may make and it Is all thetime felt that they aro at heart inimicalto their employers The Chinese areregarded as far more faithful and trust-worthy ¬Many of them have accumu-
lated

¬
property and some arc quite suc-

cessful
¬

merchants
A Yellow Peril Indeed

The Californians and others of the
Pacific Coast have the gravest reasons
to fear a flood ot undesirable immi-
grants

¬

from Japan Men who havo
managed to support a family on 20
a year necessarily look upon a
land where they can get 150 a day as
a varitable Ophlr where gold can be
had almost for the gathering up As
th population of Japan Is now 48000
000 It will be seen that the number ot
coolies that would flock hither if the
were no restrictions would be practical- -
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y limitless Theso men must neccs
arlly bo as widely separated from oui
ileas as are the poles from one anoth
r They are heathens tind wlll always
emain so in spite of any amount of
Christian teaching Their ideals an
liametrically opposed to ours and can
never be made otherwise There if
lardly a virtuo which wo esteem that
hey hold in high regard They arc

notoriously unfaithful to their promises
and oven written contractsltheyare dis-
honest

¬

when the slightest advantage can
oe secured by dishonesty and they look
with amazement upon the American
dea of the equality of women and of
female virtue However superficially
refined and polite the educated class
the specimens of whom wo see in this
fountry may be the coolies who con
stitute 23 out of every 24 Japanese are
In the lowest slums in almost all that
Americans regard as morality and de-
cency

¬

THE ISTHMIAN CANAL

Another Surprising Whirl of the Curds

Chief Engineer Stevens and Army

Engineers in Charge

There has been another overturning
In canal management It came almost
like a bolt out of the blue The most
alert newspaper correspondents In
Washington wero scooped by the
President And the overturning had
actually been decided upon for 10 lays
before it leaked out from the White
House ofllces Tlie leak by the way
was not a leak but a formal announce-
ment

¬

that Chief Engineer John F Stev¬

ens had resigned that his resignation
had been accepted and the President
had determined to turn the building of
the Panama Canal over to Army engi
neers with Lleut Col George W Goe- -
tnals in command having Majs David
DuB Gaillard and William L Slbert as
his assistants r--

iongues nave been wagging ever
since It turns out that Chief Engineer
Mevens had simply grown a little
chesty Ho is doing excellent work

making the dirt fly very satisfactorily
to the President He has a good admin-
istrative

¬

force on the Isthmjus he like ¬

wise has a good excavating force and
all In ail things arc getting on nicely
But the Chief thought he Held all the
cards He never dreamed that the
President could get along- - without him
Mr Stevens reasoned that lie could be
as dictatorial as he pleased and the
President would have to accede There-
in

¬

he erred
Stctcn Too Chestr

An impertinent letter bailed on Jeal ¬
ousy of contractors Jed to his downfall
Thero has been much talk around
Washington nbout being tho man who
built tlie canal The bir contractors
wno came down to Waslrngton to bid
on the titanic project liliec the news ¬

papers with comment aboi t their pa-
triotic

¬

motives They wnrt d to help
poor Uncle Sam out jii course tliemoney for doing tho xnti would bo
some consideration buf u Govern-
ment

¬
was getting In a l iy snarl and

they were willing to and
help out with their practical experi ¬
ence They would bo as proud to have
their names go down tho ages as hav-
ing

¬

built the canal as to be President
of the United States

The engineers and Chairmen of Com ¬

missions who havo be6n appointed by
President Roosevelt seem to have been
Imbued with a like Idea All along the
lino one has heard it Firxt Admiral
Walker was going to be the master
canal builder of all ages tut he failed
even to grasp the outline of the mam-
moth

¬

enterprise was more interested inhaving salaries adjusted thin In getting
around to the big questions and finally
had to give way Theodore Shonts a
crony of ex Secretary of the Navy Paul
xiorton ft as brought forward He
would do big things Morton had rec
ommended him as a wonder The Pros
ident could make no mistuke In naming
mm a numorous recommendation foi
ononis was mat his first name is--rneodore And Shonls was going to
write his name large across the Isthmus
of Panama He swelled jiround Wash
ington would not go to the Isthmus
unless he was driven there and then
would not stay there

Shonts had not been holding down
his Job long before the public began to
tire of the idea that any Chairman of
tne commission would dig It began to
trickle thru the popular mind that the
unier engineer was the man whose
name would be written large as canal
builder There had been hopes of Wal-
lace

¬

John F Wallace who was the
first Chief Engineer and who made a
good impression But he became wearv
of residence on the Isthmus plodding
along with the work while a Chairman
of the Commission lolled around Wash-
ington

¬
attended pink teas and sat at

swell dinners How Wallaco resigned
conditionally and had a wrathful inter-
view

¬

with Secretary Taft in New York
is ancient history AVallace wanted to
brand the canal maverick with his ini-
tials

¬

but he did not like Shonts did not
like tho red tape did not like the way
the Administration wan riolnir TTo
txuueu iu gci our in an honorable way

years ago a Buddhist arrived isisreu Kicking
him out

Intense

out

state

must

Out

Clilef Engineer Stevens succeeding
him became enamored of the same am-
bition

¬

to be the carfai bnilder The
President said a few days ago that AVa-
llace

¬

left nothing of much talue behind
him as a monument to Ids efforts on
the- - Isthmus Stevens labored better
lie aiu secure tlie good will of the poo
pie up in the States whojfare footing thobills Shonts to the popular mind was
not much ot a man but fitevena ivont
to work on the Isthmus arid was giving
numv niuin lur wiu money expended
The prospects seemed briilft At last
Shonts after having done tho socialstunt prominently and to Judicious
minded people disgustingly was lifted
out of his place Mr Paul Morton hadagain found him a nice berth He could
go over to New York-- to head the Inter- -
borough Jtaliway company

The President was glad to have
Shonts out of the wcy He was willing
to appoint Mr Stevens as Chairman of
the commission It wuo promptly ar-
ranged

¬

that Mr Stevens should be tho
whole cheese on the Isthmus No
more gilded functionaries to stny inWashington and lord It around while
the real workers occupied subordinate
positions along the big ditch The ex-
cavation

¬

reports wero glowing Mr
Stovens was the right man in the right
place

IIU Eye Too Much On Wnxlilngtmi
But it seems that Mr Stpveiis while

he was doing good work began to keep
his eye too much on Washington and to
attach too much importance to the brag
talk around the hotel corridors He
disliked Mr Shonts heartily nrobablv
with reason and air Shouts disliked
him Alonj last November the Cunal
Commission began io draw nlans foi-
awarding the work to private contrac- -

5r - - iSiTVs T

tors Mr Stevens had recommended it
lIe was consulted in drawing the speci-
fications

¬

a bulky document on whicli
nahy days of valuable legal and pro-
cessional

¬

time was spent The contrac-
tors

¬

by long and laborious processes
brought themselves to the point oflld
ding and at last the bida were opened
V J Oliver of Knoxvillo Tnn was

the lowest at C75 per cent on the esti-
mated

¬

cost of the work To an outMder
It looked like a cinch for Mr Oliver
He thought he had responsible people
associated with him He thought he
had the money and the facilities at com
mand to do the work It would require
a small volume to detail all that was
done in investigating and consulting at
the White House at the War Depart ¬

ment and elsewhere over Mr Olivers
bid

But the impression grew that Mr
Oliver would get the bid even after his
associate Mr Anson M Bangs was re-
jected

¬

and Mr Oliver was glvcn 10
days in which to gather new associates
But Mr Oliver had been growing a lit-
tle

¬

chesty The canal germ seemed
to be working In his gray matter Oli-
ver

¬

was to be embalmed in the pages
of history

Altho he was many thousand miles
away Mr Stevens was not in ignorance
of what was going on in Washington
Mrs Stevens a Yankee woman smart
as ix steel trap was here and she had
ways of finding out tilings Mr Stevens
also had other friends here alert to his
interests By cable and by lettei all
the Information was conveyed to him
He knew that Oliver was bragging And
If Olivers boasts came true what would
the country remember about Stevens

Apparently there was ne er much
prospect that Oliver would get the con-
tract

¬

Old and substantial men In the
contracting business asserted from the
start that his qualifications were not as
good as the public had been led to be
llove He had done much contract
work chiefly plain railway building and
under a sort of protectorate from the
houtnern Railway He had had none
of the severe tests which the construc-
tors

¬

of great Northern projects have
Neither the President nor Secretary
Tart were aware of this at first and
tney probably gave Mr Oliver more
encouragement from the very begin-
ning

¬

than he ought to have been given
At one time they thought he was going
to qualify for tlie undertaking but the
more they investigated the more they
saw that the original statements of the
older contractors were true

Olivers Too Fnclle Month
In the meantime however Oliver had

done a little bragging his friends in the
South had done more and it had all
reached Chief Engineer Stevens Hd
forthwith cabled the day after the
President decided to give Oliver 10 days
In which to gather about him some new
associates that he could not work with
Oliver It would bo impossible for him
to continue as Chief Engineer if Oliver
were awarded the contract The Presi-
dent

¬

might have overlooked that for it
was becoming apparent to him that
Oliver cpuld nbt win but Mr Stevens
followed liis cablegram with an imper-
tinent

¬

letter He reiterated his deter ¬

mination not to work with Oliver trltl- -
elzed the Presidents policy saldliewas
too hostile to the railroad with which

the work
will

the
tlie

an

not

of big
the

civil

too
the wlll

had associated much Congress having given
workinir life Hint he io Jlrnil nt him free hand In

Tsl limit wov Chief Engineer will ha inl
was 00 year whicli is about by the of the next Con- -

President Boosevelt simply called the Pa Lieutenant in thelgress will be repository fresli
bluff Ho rang for Army UN will about all the pos
dictated reply Jlr Stevenss
resignation This was not done

he had reread the three
and taken the Accordingly the President

of tlie Chief tlie factors of and
fctatements discontent In few weeks few

And so R turned out Mr will the Tsth- -
soon to enter as had seemed unonlnus Col will become Chair- -
the full fruition of his to be
the chief man on the Chaiiman
of tlie Chief Engineer
complete or tne joi was as
much surprised as any one on the
American He thought the
bluff would work that the President
would never consent to his
and that he would be than ever
dictator In the construction of the
dllch

Mr Stevens will not quit immediate-
ly

¬

The President is carrying out his
original intention of making Mr Stev-
ens

¬

Chairman of the and
he will remain in capacity tempo-
rarily

¬

Army engineers hasten to
the Isthmus under directions to famil-
iarize

¬

themselves with the work as rap-
idly

¬

as General expressions
of regret at Mr Stevenss action aro
heard Employes on tlie canal have pe-
titioned

¬

him not to leave them Com-
mercial

¬

bodies have reiterated their
confidence in him His associates the
civil engineers of the country are
glinted with his course They had great
professional pride in him in fact de ¬

pended upon him to vindicate the repu-
tation

¬

of the profession by showing that
civil engineer could build the

and to show that was unnecessary to
call in the Army There much ¬

of Army engineers Tfis stated
here that the Engineers Club in New

will send Mr Stevens to Coventry
and he will never more be wel ¬

come in that organization
The Army Julitlnnt

The Army of course is Its
engineers proud of their pro ¬

fession and entertaining no high
opinion of civilian engineers as com
pired with themselves are now girding
tneir loins They aro very confident
that military methods will be success-
ful

¬

The engineers whom the President
sends to the Isthmus will go there
matter of duty It is in line with their
Army ideas to go where they aro told

go and to stay there till relieved
Hi big problems of tlie canal construc- -

havo now been met in large part
ought to be fairly smooth sailing for

tlie Army men from now They
have some very competent engineers
and now that the work is placed in
their hands not likely to lie taken
from them almost certainly will not
lie Theodore Roosevelt
dent the Army engineer suc
ceed they and their successors will have

feather for every engineers cap for
1110 next ami years bulit the
canal will be enough to silence criti-
cizm

¬

long after the names of
Wallace and Shouts have

ed into oiiiivion little wonder
the Army engineers are duly

mindful of the great opportunities the
President has given them

Lieut Col Goetltais has started for
tlie Isthmus and in few days will be

the job Ills assistants will follow
him Tlie President is determined to

up an organization of competent
Army engineers there just rapidly as
possible He going to draw from
among the best men of the lHO odd offi ¬

cers oT the Engineer Corps Tlie swell
head or weariness of on tlie
Isthmus or til gust with transactions in
Washington will no the
President In directing the enterprise
If Lieut Col Goethals slcl or
cannot endure tlie climate or needs
few months of rest tho next
ill will take Ills plu Just

wnen lieuerai Killed

TS
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Uncle Sams Good by to Congress
going to have competent subordinates
on ground trained in the and
familiar With its details The plan
bo the same as that by which War
Department digs canal along Ohio
River or dredges New York Harbor
builds enormous breakwater on Lake
Erie

Uneasiness over the larger salaries
paid in private employment will be
eliminated Wallace and Stevens
thought they were paid

n- 4 rw aiiaViI it oa - T T iouujiia liiuufeui in ovuuv a year was
too altho he never earned a
quarter The temptation of
salaries will not tempt Army engi
neers as did engineers They
have an assured salary for life condi ¬

tioned only on good behavior and can
retire on three fourths pay at 62 years

age But President is Zns to Taft greatest Cabineutrgvelcnrryfhe Army engIrieUison going to Panama Ho havesomogood pay He liao ample authority to
Stevens been of- 6 salaries
his a that particular

in lie nv- - onrl Ooetlmls SIS--col- ne to tn
willing relieved a

Is V a he a
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man of the Commission Maj Gaillard
and Maj Sibert will become members
of the Commission and the Army will
be In command all tlie way from Colon
to Panama Congress has given the
President a freer hand than ever in ap-
propriations

¬

practically told him to go
ahead and spend as much as thinks
necessary without regard to the orig-
inal

¬

estimates
But there is another phase With

everything now his hands the Presi-
dent

¬

must get results There is a deep
undercurrent of dissatisfaction in Con-
gress

¬

with what has been happening
The critics say there have been too
many changes It is freely predicted

these changes will arouse popular
suspicion that people will begin to be ¬

lieve if the canal Is ever built it will be
only in the course of 20 or 30 or even
50 years the cost will be many
times the original estimates and that
the task is one upon which the Govern-
ment

¬

should have entered with
caution and more thorCy preparation
He has no serious hindrances no In
the matter of personnel and the critics
add if he does not make the dirt fly
in enormous quantities in hundreds of
thousands of cubic yards weeky--w- o
shall know just where to place the
blame Theodore Roosevelt will be the
responsible party

The President himself is confident
He has felt some discouragement be

of the frequent changes and the
Incapable hands into whicli the work
his af times fallen What most
deprecates is the popular criticism This
was very galling to the civil engineers
to AVallace and to Stevens It was odi ¬

ous to Shouts Civil engineers
spent their time on private contracts
are unused to the Governments meth ¬

ods of careful scrutiny and free criti-
cizm

¬

It is a wholesome plan and alto-
gether

¬

indispensable Even unfair crit-
icizm

¬

while not justifiable often is to
a good purpose because it makes Gov-
ernment

¬

emplnjes and officials careful
The Army engjjieers are used to it and
will not mind as much as did the civil
engineers Mr was great
ly enraged at the criticizm in Congress
about the canal altho few of these
criticisms were leveled at him

The President feols that the canal
should be built with a miniimim of
criticizm He lias recently asked hi
newspaper friends to combat this terf
dency to criticize tlie can il as much as
possible He feels that it is doing harm
rather than good Probably some well
intentioned people would differ with
him on that His trip to Panama last
November was designed chiefly to check
the prevalent criticisms He thought
that if he looked into everything
possibly could pronounced it all right
and came away the American
people so they would believe him
Hence the enre with which lie dissemi-
nated

¬

his views on what sau It was
really a gigantic reportorial journey

the President went with fucilities
to report such as no reporter or corre-
spondent

¬

ever had Ho sailed on a
ship of war sent stenographers and as ¬

sistants and photographers on ahead to
gather material and all that lie gath ¬

ered was embodied in that illustrated
to Congress which Is still talk

ed of die eerier groceries
Since tne President published his

story whicli is tlie newspaper term for
an article- thero has been less Iriticizm
of the canal than ever before It re ¬

mains tn be seen however how long
the mt will remain silent It is 1m- -

wounded in battle The President is possible that In such 1 tremendous uu 1

tjp a

fc TL1 -

Mi-
-

dertaking everything should be abov
criticizm Numerous Congressmen are
preparing to make Jaunts to the ¬
mus this Spring with the closing or the
session They will see things and It la
very likely they will criticize News-
papers

¬

will send trained men to th
Isthmus during the Spring and Sum-
mer

¬
men trained by years of experi ¬

ence in observing and judging They
will write their articles and the- - mil-
lions

¬

of readers will have chance to
form conclusions

- There iias been little debate this Win-
ter

¬
about the canal but all this m uerlal

will be available at the long session ot
Congress next Winter The minority
party will be ready to criticize for their
assertions if well etabllshed will be
good campaign material Seeroinrv

the of
Isthmusf-
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Will the Government Io the Workf
Will the Government dig the canal

That has not been determined Th9
weeks Of work in securing bids from
private contractors has gone to naught
for the President has rejected all tho
bids For the present the Government
will do the digging Encouraging re¬
ports are made of the progress in tak¬
ing out dirt Maj Goethals goes to the
Isthmus under Instructions from tha
President to make very careful inquiries
and td spend five or six months informing his recommendations as to
whether bids shall again be Invited Tn
his own mind the President is undeter-
mined

¬
He recently said that the canal

would probably be dug by private con-
tract

¬
It Is thought unlikely that tho

entire project will be let out to one
contractor or association of contractor
as was planned under the recent schema
of bidding It is more likely that sec-
tions

¬

of the work will be let out to con-
tractors

¬

and this will be much as work
on rivers and harbors has been let out
The contractors will get an award tot
removing n certain amount of clay ot
rock or other kind qf earth at so much
per cubic foot or twill agree to bulla
concrete structures or to erect a dam
or a portion of a dam at so much

Tho President hits thought about em-
ploying

¬
the contractors in a capacity

of supervisors anil that may be done
eventually The Government would
furnish the tentorial and the men and
foot all the- tillls for a given portion of
the project and pay tlie contractor fiveper cent of tho cost for example This
idea was qommended to the President
as the result of his investigations into
1 lie uiiver bid and into the qualifica-
tions

¬
of ifr Oliver and his associates

It would dq away with the necessity of
the contractor furnishing a large guar-
antee

¬

In h responsible bid it seems
that this milter or guarantee is an Im-
portant

¬
factiir of the cost A successful

bidder was required to furnish a bond
for J20000gp not to mention other
financial considerations which made
imperative an enormous interest charge
that would go to bankers

There is much in the air about scan-
dal

¬

in connection with the recent re-
jection

¬

of all bids It Is apparently un
founded Perhaps the Presjdent did not
give Mr W J Oliver the embodiment
of a square deal The latter spent close
to 40000 in perfecting an organization
which ho was led to beiieve the Presi-
dent

¬
would regard as responsible and

reuaoie ana capable The MacArthur
Gillespie combination which entered a
bid of 12 per cent for the work had
connections in Wall Street Trust law¬
yers were engaged among them Paul
Cravath an associate of Secretary Root
who took over his corporation work forRyan and others when Mr Root camo
back into the Cabinet It is charged
that they worked for the undoing of
Mr Oliver and unduly influenced the
President against him Probablv thera
is some foundation for that but it still
remains that Mr Oliver and his isjo
clates were apparently unable to mnlto
good to the extent the President waa
warranted in requiring of them A
failure on their part to execute the
work would have been denounced by
the- - country and tho President would
have had to bear the brunt of the criti¬
cizm

Mr Oilier Me Story
Mr Oliver has been making pictur ¬

esque talk He likened himsalf theother day to a sucker who s t in a
poker game and held four aces Thepot a ltrge one seemed to bo lii and
he reached for the money as th bet¬
ting closed One of the players halted
him however announcing that he hold

Continued on page three


